
 
 

Sanding plan for a lacquer finish with Kovax wet sanding set: 
 
General: 
Sanding flat surfaces 
For sanding flat parts we recommend a hard surface under the sandpaper, especially for sanding up 
to 800 grit. This gives the least chance of uneven removal of material or finger pressure. A cork block 
is ideal, a block of wood is also possible, but only for hard corners and sharp edges. 
 
Sand round surfaces 
For sanding round parts such as the inside of horns, you can take a piece of PVC tube and stick your 
sandpaper around it. Make sure you do not have overlapping parts. 
 
Sand radius 
For this you use your radius block with the desired diameter. 
 
1) Set 1 strip of 80, 120, 240 and 400 grit aside for your fretboard. 
2) Form the neck, body and headstock with your band saw, milling machine, rasp, file, chisel and 

whatever else you have in the house until you are satisfied with the shape. 
3) Start with 80 grit strips to smooth your body neck and headstock. Regularly check whether you 

sand straight and smooth. Use your fingers to feel the surface, look with grazing light to spot 
unevenness, or use a right-angle ruler to check that there are no bumps or dents. 

4) When you are happy, step to 120 grit and sand everything smooth. Finally, check by wetting the 
surface with turpentine. With that you can see if there are any uneven or deeper scratches that 
you can still remove with 120 grit. Fine scratches will soon be removed with 240 grit. Moistening 
also has the advantage that you can let some of the grain rise and sand it down. 

5) Repeat with the strips 240 and then 400. 
6) Dry the surface and remove dust. If you want to apply a stain, do it now. With our suStains and 

Micas we offer a lot of options and inspiration for a colorful finish and they are all compatible 
with a lacquer finish! 

7) Apply the lacquer as instructed and use half of a Waterproof 600 sheet to lightly sand between 
the layers. It is actually more like dusting, gently, but it removes a little bit of orange skin and 
prevents unwanted built up. This can be done by hand. 

8) Allow the lacquer to harden for at least 2 weeks after the last coat before finishing. 
9) Start with Waterproof 600. Take a spray bottle with water and have a soft clean cloth at hand. 

Make sure your project is positioned at a pleasant height where you can look over the surface of 
your instrument with good light. Work in sections. 

10) Drip water on the surface and sand the 600 waterproof gently with the water in one direction. 
11) Dry the surface with the cloth and look over the surface. 
12) Sanded parts are matte, unpolished parts remain glossy. 
13) Continue until you see almost no shiny dots and repeat with the 800 and 1000. 
14) Make sure that your sandpaper stays moist and check regularly. 
15) Remove the last, finest sanding scratches with the 2000 and then the Buflex wet 3000 in the 

same way; water drops, sand in 1 direction, check, repeat. In these last steps you hardly use 
pressure. 

16) Protect your lacquer and polish it up to high gloss with Menzerna polishing agent. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Your fretboard: 

1) Start with 80 grit sandpaper which you attach to your radius block with glue spray or double-
sided tape. Make sure that both the tape and the sandpaper are not overlapped or wrinkled. If 
your fretboard is already attached to your neck, make sure your neck is straight and adjust your 
trussrod if necessary. 

2) Place your fretboard flat and for example on a workbench so that you have a good view of your 
work and can take a good posture. 

3) Draw crosswise diagonal stripes across your entire fretboard with some chalk. That does not 
have to be neat, but it is helpful to see if you are sanding straight. 

4) Sand in 1 direction, keep your radius block centered and give equal distributed pressure. Take 
your time for sanding and regularly take a break to check your progress, set new chalk stripes 
and clean your sandpaper. 

5) When you're almost there, put diagonal stripes over your fretboard again, clean your sandpaper 
and sand your fretboard again. If your radius is the same everywhere, the chalk will be removed 
with 2 or 3 sanding strokes completely. 

6) Then change to 120 grit and then 240 and 400 grit. 
7) For even more shine, you can optionally use a Kovax Assilex 600 or Steelwool 0000. 

 

Content: 

Shape: 
4 x Strips 80 
4 x Strips 120 
Prep: 
4 x Strips 240 
3 x Strips 400 
Finish: 
2 x Waterproof 600 
2 x Waterproof 800 
2 x Waterproof 1000 
Polish: 
2 x Waterproof 2000 
2 x Buflex wet 3000 
 


